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the advantages of integration, whether they know 
it or not. 


Racketeering Not Depressed 

Racketeering in Brooklyn was combated for a 
year or two by a “Rackets Bureau,” headed by 
Ralph K. Jacobs, a former assistant prosecutor, 
who had five lawyers to assist. During the year 
1937 the Bureau was permitted to spend $50,000. 
This work is again in the hands of the district 
attorney. In his final report Mr. Jacobs said: 

“Ambulance chasing, accident frauds and per- 
jury have so long been practiced in and about 
the Brooklyn courts that it is futile to believe 
that they can be eradicated by any sporadic en- 
deavor.” 

Some improvement was made, but, according 
to the report, the racketeers resumed full activi- 
ty in the first two months following discontinu- 
ance of the Bureau’s work. A new racket was 
disclosed in the falsification of payrolls in the 
building trades for the purpose of reducing work- 
men’s compensation insurance costs. A nation- 
wide ring of ambulance chasers was uncovered, 
but because its offenses were not within the juris- 
diction, only a few miscreants could be proceeded 
against. 

To believe that dictatorial rule would overcome 
evils evolved in our system because of artificial 
jurisdictional barriers is to overlook the fact that 
dictatorial rule is itself a racket, and is unavoid- 
ably the parent of innumerable local rackets. The 
only way out is through retaining democratic 
modes and freeing them from harmful restraints, 
concerning which considerable progress is being 
made through state compacts. 
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Index and Reprints Available 

The cumulative index to the first twenty vol- 
umes of this JOURNAL is now ready for distribu- 
tion and copies will be supplied to all who apply 
and enclose a three cent stamp. The index has 
the following classification of subjects. Authors, 
Arbitration, the Bar, Court Organization (state- 
wide), Metropolitan Courts, Civil Procedure, 
Claims, Federal Courts and Procedure, Judicial 
Selection and Tenure, Judicial Councils, Legal 
Criminal Procedure, Conciliation and Small 
Education and Admission, and Miscellaneous. 
It makes a pamphlet of twenty pages and should 
be in possession of all who have any consider- 
able number of copies of the JOURNAL. 

Two other pamphlets are obtainable in like 
manner, namely: The Judiciary and the Press, 
an address delivered at the 1932 meeting of the 
Conference of Bar Association Delegates; and 
a publication of the U. S. Dept. of Labor (1926) 
concerning conciliation procedure as employed 
in Denmark and Norway. Both of these pub- 
lications are strongly recommended. 


* * * 


The commissioners of the Mississippi State 
Bar have authorized President Marion W. Reily 
to instruct commissioners to organize county as- 
sociations in their districts and urge monthly 
meetings ; to request judges to refrain from hold- 
ing court during the annual bar convention and 
to grant leave of absence to attorneys who wish 
to attend American Bar Association meetings; 
and to have commissioners endeavor to get law- 
yers in their districts who are delinquent to re- 
turn to good standing. 
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